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July 12, 2011

Dear Local Business Leader:


We enjoy a fantastic quality of life in Dane County.  As a life-long resident, a husband, a father, and now County Executive, I know there’s no greater place to live, work, and play.

Historically, our county has benefited from low unemployment rates and median income levels ahead of the state average.  To ensure continued prosperity in the decades ahead, I believe now is the time to re-focus our efforts and ensure Dane County is doing everything it can to facilitate and promote economic development.

I want to hear your ideas on what Dane County can do to help your business succeed.  That’s why I’m hoping you will join me for a series of upcoming summits I’m hosting for you and fellow business leaders.  I’ll host six of these summits between now and the end of August as part of my brand-new “Dane County Jobs and Prosperity Project.”

The first of these is Monday, July 18th at the UW Research Park (Conference Room 50) from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. and will focus on the high-tech and bio-tech sectors.  

Subsequent meetings will be held to hear from industry leaders in the economic sectors of agriculture, health care, manufacturing, green economy, and small and minority businesses.  (A list of dates/times for those summits is below).

Prominent local business leaders and voices in the business community will moderate these summits.
Here’s where you can helpful  - -  I need your input on the potential roles and responsibilities for a new county entity that I’m envisioning that would focus on economic development.

To help start the conversation, please give some thought to the following questions.

Regarding economic development efforts in Dane County:

· What can the county do to help your business prosper and succeed?

· What’s working well, where is there room for (or needs) improvement?

· What’s missing/needed?

· What can the county do to better coordinate economic development efforts in your particular sector between the many cities, villages, and towns in our county?

· What potential role could a new Dane County Economic Development Department/Coordinator play?

In addition to your comments, I hope you’ll complete a short survey available at each of these summits.  This survey will also be available on a new website that will debut this Thursday:  www.prosperitydane.org
I intend to use the input gathered at these sessions and through these survey responses to develop recommendations for my 2012 budget proposal – my first budget as Dane County Executive.
To assist with logistics, if you are planning to attend one of the upcoming sessions, please e-mail an RSVP to:  prosperitydane@countyofdane.com .  You can also contact my chief of staff, Joshua Wescott at:  Wescott@countyofdane.com
Thank you for your interest in partnering on the “Dane County Jobs and Prosperity Project.”


Sincerely,
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Joe Parisi

Dane County Executive

City-County Building, Room 421, 210 Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard, Madison, Wisconsin  53703 

PH 608/266-4114      FAX 608/266-2643      TDD 608/266-9138

